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Westmont resident Jeff Smith posts a message on a board during a public meeting regarding the West Hills Regional Comprehensive Plan at Westmont Hilltop
Elementary School on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025.

By Dave Sutor

dsutor@tribdem.com
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JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Residents of Lower Yoder Township, Upper Yoder Township,
Brownstown, Southmont and Westmont got the opportunity to provide input
regarding developr--=* ~f+h~ Tnot TEI- Doacine ] Mnocsoen hensive Plan for the first

time Wednesday. GE

https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.... 1/8


https://www.tribdem.com/users/profile/Dave%20Sutor
https://www.tribdem.com/users/profile/Dave%20Sutor
https://www.tribdem.com/users/profile/Dave%20Sutor
https://www.tribdem.com/users/profile/Dave%20Sutor
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html&summary=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html&summary=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html&media=https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/tribdem.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/c/0c/c0cbf1a1-73d4-4a49-b75b-ef7a44c73d17/68f9652c9afd0.image.jpg?resize=760%2C570&description=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html&media=https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/tribdem.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/c/0c/c0cbf1a1-73d4-4a49-b75b-ef7a44c73d17/68f9652c9afd0.image.jpg?resize=760%2C570&description=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan
mailto:?subject=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan&body=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html
mailto:?subject=%27What%20the%20public%20wants%27:%20West%20Hills%20residents%20weigh%20in%20on%20regional%20plan&body=https://www.tribdem.com/news/what-the-public-wants-west-hills-residents-weigh-in-on-regional-plan/article_00ad32c0-0f64-4318-85e2-0450a1e1fec4.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsswxfMO6U6iY0qXIO8dObcJetzYN4YUFmMpAq6zBheKcGcAjLNCTO_3gi-TVy6QoR_YYvEDyVGlzHY1szoTYaWFJh-NDlNfuLrfVvU8e1BR8eftDoELFa_AhFHrbTsWv7hEJWRCFDIQW4LYyBCun2d4BXoXYgsm5SdHkNI1IGMhHR9fcFwCkyEzHy70Tgxk3cJaIWn9dEZdg3f5_qJFqzYz2XPdDstTx7EFSULBQr1pDrC8o_LAaqtnJeX0qtT8jrpHw77qPSakwQGer9UPzot9hMQ24XhFBz1NnJQsJD47r9Z6CeyNAr65nFEdo2ic-S_gkZUNdMssLM1QOYdIxmaumk4w3vUsThwl4ZhbJ9dxvqIMsUfWeIzi8CR6zO1yGdicnkRonuSiXfSnD9aCO5rGnSSNkmRSGG3CmU6TLKAat0CuushXVD8zfNDa0BFW&sai=AMfl-YRfJ7no8jDk0sWRpmZ8G7-q9xyLzIEp838MuFtHXv4TXfG_8wcf8fxzMlQTC-VkDCnzSoKAArvsMbBnYfq2wVnVMOI33WggBt1SS6cWxxlss31-O3hs99jteaX3N-X_ZAD7DRP1aPKyj_u0vzJdUjF-g-PrkjN03Gt3b57hNf0wDvRMZZEFtyMSWVRz4y9tnrfV-qI9oeTrbkRy2yFEOfokI8P14_2BGzfGnowCyjnkkbbZMG0LL6dsOqkbAxd70Adl5QE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLYoz_h8yIQT&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://laurelhearing.com/%3Futm_source%3Dtribunedemocrat%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flaurelhearing.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsswxfMO6U6iY0qXIO8dObcJetzYN4YUFmMpAq6zBheKcGcAjLNCTO_3gi-TVy6QoR_YYvEDyVGlzHY1szoTYaWFJh-NDlNfuLrfVvU8e1BR8eftDoELFa_AhFHrbTsWv7hEJWRCFDIQW4LYyBCun2d4BXoXYgsm5SdHkNI1IGMhHR9fcFwCkyEzHy70Tgxk3cJaIWn9dEZdg3f5_qJFqzYz2XPdDstTx7EFSULBQr1pDrC8o_LAaqtnJeX0qtT8jrpHw77qPSakwQGer9UPzot9hMQ24XhFBz1NnJQsJD47r9Z6CeyNAr65nFEdo2ic-S_gkZUNdMssLM1QOYdIxmaumk4w3vUsThwl4ZhbJ9dxvqIMsUfWeIzi8CR6zO1yGdicnkRonuSiXfSnD9aCO5rGnSSNkmRSGG3CmU6TLKAat0CuushXVD8zfNDa0BFW&sai=AMfl-YRfJ7no8jDk0sWRpmZ8G7-q9xyLzIEp838MuFtHXv4TXfG_8wcf8fxzMlQTC-VkDCnzSoKAArvsMbBnYfq2wVnVMOI33WggBt1SS6cWxxlss31-O3hs99jteaX3N-X_ZAD7DRP1aPKyj_u0vzJdUjF-g-PrkjN03Gt3b57hNf0wDvRMZZEFtyMSWVRz4y9tnrfV-qI9oeTrbkRy2yFEOfokI8P14_2BGzfGnowCyjnkkbbZMG0LL6dsOqkbAxd70Adl5QE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLYoz_h8yIQT&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://laurelhearing.com/%3Futm_source%3Dtribunedemocrat%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flaurelhearing.com

10/24/25, 10:23 AM 'What the public wants': West Hills residents weigh in on regional plan | News | tribdem.com

Before then, the beginning stages were handled by a steering committee, elected

officials and members of the Cambria County Planning Commission.
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Jeff Raykes, managing principal for the Stuart Group, and Cambria County Planning Commission Executive Director Mark Lazzari speak during a public meeting
regarding the West Hills Regional Comprehensive Plan at Westmont Hilltop Elementary School on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025.

By Dave Sutor
dsutor@tribdem.com

Several dozen people attended the public meeting held at Westmont Hilltop
Elementary School, providing conversational comments and written notes left

behind on message boards.

“It’s amazing,” said Shanna Murphy Sosko, community development planner with
the planning commission. “I wasn’t expecting this many people at all. We’ll be
able to, later on, analyze all these Post-it notes. We’ll take some pictures of them,

so we remember what they look like.
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Shanna Murphy Sosko, a community development planner for the Cambria County Planning Commission, discusses a message board during a public meeting
regarding the West Hills Regional Comprehensive Plan at Westmont Hilltop Elementary School on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025.

By Dave Sutor
dsutor@tribdem.com

"We’ll take them back. And then we’ll begin the analyze phase of the plan, which is
when we’ll really be able to look at all of this and find out what the public wants.”

The goal is to develop an overall plan about how to improve the five

municipalities, where 15,000 people live in a 30-square-mile region.

“This is an 18-month project, guys,” said Jeff Raykes, managing principal of the
Stuart Group, a consulting firm that is assisting with the process. “It’s a long
project. It will take us some time to get there. We’re only about four months in, so

we’re way early.”
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Jeff Raykes, managing principal for the Stuart Group, speaks during a public meeting regarding the West Hills Regional Comprehensive Plan at Westmont Hilltop
Elementary School on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025.

By Dave Sutor
dsutor@tribdem.com

A broad range of subjects was discussed, including shared services, outdoor
recreation, street and sidewalk maintenance, government ordinances, business

development and activities for children.
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“Things like shared services, I think, could be a huge help,” said Jeff Smith, a
Westmont resident. “Capitalizing on the wonderful outdoor communities that are

around, that would all be wonderful stuff.

“Really, I'm just here to gather some information myself to see kind of what the

whole comprehensive plan is.”

Jeff Raykes, managing principal for the Stuart Group, speaks during a public meeting regarding the West Hills Regional Comprehensive Plan at Westmont Hilltop
Elementary School on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025.

By Dave Sutor
dsutor@tribdem.com

Molli Lazzari, a Southmont resident and 12th-grader at Westmont Hilltop High
School, said she is “hoping to grow our community to not only have students like
me stay in the area for years to come, but have people from outside areas want to

come in and make Johnstown a better place.”

Dave Sutor is a reporter for The Tribune-Democrat. He can be reached at (814) 532-5056. Follow him on Twitter @Dave_Sutor.
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Five West Hills municipalities moving toward county's first joint comprehensive plan

Westmont Borough mulls sharing services with neighboring municipalities, takes step toward joint comprehensive plan

Lyter Side Business Association forms to make Lower Yoder business district an attraction

Tags | West Hills “ Cambria County Planning Commission ” Westmont, Pennsylvania “ Westmont Hilltop High School
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Dave Sutor

Reporter
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